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House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————
PRAYER

Dr. J. Todd Mullins, Christ Fellow-
ship Church, Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, Thank You for
hearing our prayers today. We are
humbled that today, as we call out to
You, You listen to us. We ask that You
bless the Members of Congress as they
lead our great Nation. Grant them wis-
dom for the decisions they face, and
may we remain dependent upon You,
never forgetting Psalm 33:12 that says,
‘“Blessed is the nation whose God is the
Lord.”

We pray for those in Texas, in Flor-
ida, in Puerto Rico, and in the Carib-
bean, who are recovering from the dev-
astating hurricanes. Give them peace
and courage as they rebuild their lives.
Bless the first responders and those
serving the people impacted by these
storms. Grant them Your strength for
their assignments.

Guide our President. Give him clear
vision to steer our Nation during these
troubled days, and grant strength to
the Members of this House as they rep-
resent the people across our land.

We ask this in the name of our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

WELCOMING PASTOR J. TODD
MULLINS

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. MAST)
is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
especially pleased to have had my per-
sonal pastor, Todd Mullins, give our
opening prayer this morning to the
House of Representatives.

I am honored to welcome Pastor
Mullins onto the floor of the House of
Representatives as our guest chaplain
this morning, and I thank him for shar-
ing those very important words with
our colleagues and that scripture as
well.

Todd Mullins is the senior pastor of
Christ Fellowship in Palm Beach Gar-
dens, Florida, where he served since his
father founded the church in 1984.

I can say a great deal about my
friend, Pastor Todd Mullins, but the

most important thing that I could say
about him is that he is a man of God,
and that he works every single day to
try to help and change lives.

I think that is the most important
thing any one of us can do. That is why
I am so proud to call him a friend. He
is a person who has devoted his life to
working on the lives of others.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMER). The Chair will entertain up to
five further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

SNAP: 40 YEARS OF PROVIDING
NUTRITION TO AMERICANS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, tomorrow marks the 40th
anniversary of the Food Stamp Act of
1977, which was a landmark bill that
made the program more effective and
more efficient.

Today, we no longer refer to it as
food stamps, but as the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, or
SNAP. In 40 years, there have been nu-
merous changes and updates, but the
goal remains the same: to end hunger
in America.

SNAP lessens the effects of poverty
on some of our most vulnerable citi-
zens. The results are proven. According
to the Census Bureau, SNAP lifted 5
million Americans, including 2.2 mil-
lion children, out of poverty in 2012
alone. SNAP generates $1.80 in eco-
nomic activity for every $1 in new
SNAP benefits.

In 2013, SNAP payment accuracy was
96.8 percent, which was a historic high.
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